ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1908 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

OF  THE 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 
OF  WIRKSWORTH. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  acres  .  3020' 

Census,  Census,  Estimated 

1891.  1901.  1908. 

Population  .  3725  3807  3880 

Inhabited  houses..  —  907  910 

New  houses  erected  during  the  year,  1. 

Rateable  Value  . ,4214,941  4  3 

Assessable  Value  . ......  11,460  3  0 

General  District  Rate,  2s.  3d.  in  the  <£. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth-rate,  20.61.  Infantile  mortality,  275  per 
1000  births  registered. 

Death  Rates  pek  1000. 


All  Causes  .  21.3 

Epidemic  Diseases  . 6.44 

Enteric  Fever  and  Diarrhoea  .  Nil. 

Phthisis  .  1-31 


REPORT. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — I  beg  to 
present  niv  report  for  the  year  1908. 


Births. 

There  were  80  births  (46  male  and  34  female; 
no  Illegitimate),  corresponding  to  a  birth-rate  of 
20.61  per  1000  population,  as  compared  with 
26.63,  the  average  for  the  previous  10  years. 


Deaths.  / 

The  deaths  at  all  ages  belonging  to  the  district 
were  83  nett  (46  males,  37  females),  correspond¬ 
ing  to  a  nett  death  rate  of  21.3  per  1000  popula¬ 
tion,  compered  with  15.1,  the  average  for  the 
previous  ten  years. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
were  at  the  rate  of  275  per  1000  births,  as  com- 


pared  with  98.37,  the  average  of  the  previous 
ten  years.  Of  the  22  deaths,  11  were  due  to 
measles  and  whooping  cough  (two  diseases  par¬ 
ticularly  fatal  to  infants),  4  were  due  to  pneu¬ 
monia,  2  to  bronchitis,  and  5  survived  birth 
only  a  few  days.  The  Notification  of  Bjrths 
Act,  1907,  has  not  been  adopted.  I 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  infectious  diseases  prevalent  during  the 
year  were:  Scarlet  fever  in  January  and 
February;  whooping  cough  in  January,  February 
and  March;  measles  in  February,  March,  and 
April. 

Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification 
Act,  1889  (adopted  1st  February,  1890)  29  cases 
were  notified,  viz. 

Scarlet  fever,  18;  removed  to  hospital,  1G 

Diphtheria,  10;  ditto,  ditto  .  2 

Puerperal  fever,  1. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  or 
diphtheria.  There  were  15  deaths  from  measles, 
and  10  deaths  from  whooping  cough,  making  a 
death-rate  from  epidemic  diseases  of  6.44  per 
1000.  Some  years  have  elapsed  since  the  last 
epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  and 
consequently  there  were  a,  number  of  children 
susceptible  to  infection.  The  epidemics  were 
both  extensive  and  severe,  and  occurred  at  a 
time  of  the  year  when  measles  and  whooping 
cough  are  most  fatal.  In  both  diseases  Broncho- 
Pneumoilia  was  the  usual  fatal  complication. 
The  high  death-rate  this  year  is  due  to  these 
epidemics.  In  1882,  1884,  1889,  and  1893  the  dis¬ 
trict  was  visited  bv  epidemics  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough,  which  m  each  of  these  years 
had  a  marked  effect  on  the  death-rate. 

Year .  1882.  1884.  1889.  1893. 

Death-rate  per  1000...  19.72  20  19.45  23.99 

Of  the  25  deaths  from  measles  and  whooping 
cough  in  1908,  11  occurred  in  Dale  and  Green  hi  11, 
7  in  BolehiU,  3  in  Wash  Green,  while  (none 
occurred  in  Gorsey  Bank. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

After  the  Christmas  holidays  10  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  occurred  amongst  the  children 
a i tending  the  Elementary  Schools.  All  the 
patients  were  removed  to  the  hospital.  The 
schools  were  disinfected,  and  there  were  only  7 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year. 

Diphtheria. 

The  10  cases  were  scattered  throughout  the 
vear.  Tire  diagnosis  in  each  was  verified  by  the 
Bacteriological  Department  of  the  University  of 
Birmingham,  and  the  persons  affected  were  kept 
under  notice  until  their  throats  were  found  to 
be  free  from  bacilli.  Diphtheria  antitoxin  is 
supplied  by  your  Council  free  of  cost. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

There  was  one  death  from  puerperal  fever  (the 
only  case  notified). 

All  except  one  of  the  mid  wives  practising  in 
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tlie  district  are  registered  and  supervised  in  their 
work  by  the  County  Council. 

A  branch  of  the  Derby  and  Derbyshire  Dis¬ 
trict  Nursing  Association  has  been  established 
in  the  district,  and  is  supported  mainly  by  volun¬ 
tary  contributions.  A  certificated  midwife 
resides  in  the  town,  who  is  paid  by  and  Works 
under  the  supervision  of  the  local  committee. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  death-rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
was  1.31  per  1000.  The  disease  is  not  notified 
except  under  the  1908  Public  Health  (Tubercu¬ 
losis)  Regulations.  After  deaths  from  tubercu¬ 
losis  householders  are  willing  to  be  disinfected 
bv  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  it  is  done  in 
almost  every  case.  There  is  no  hospital  accom¬ 
modation  for  advanced  or  earlier  cases  in  the 
district. 

Disinfection. 

37  houses  were  disinfected  by  the  Council's 
officers  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  First  the  rooms  are  treated  with 
formalin  spray,  next  the  woodwork  is  mopped 
with  corrosive  sublimate,  1  in  1000,  and  lastly 
the  rooms  are  sealed  up  and  sulphur  candles 
are  burnt  in  them.  All  bedding  and  clothing 
connected  with  the  patient  are  sent  to  be  stored 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Heage. 


Unsound  Food. 

In  September  some  cases  of  acute  sickness  and 
diarrhoea  were  traced  to  food,  a  sample  of  which 
was  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
and  found  to  be  contaminated.  Your  Council 
issued  instructions1  to  the  purveyors  of  cooked 
food,  calling  attention  to  the  necessity  for  abso¬ 
lute  cleanliness,  particularly  when  in  preparing 
it  for  sale  the  food  is  handled  after  it  has  been 
cooked. 

Occupations. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  working  class 
are  quarrying  and  working  limestone,  manu¬ 
facturing  tape,  and  dairy  farming.  Quarrying 
is  carried  on  under  Government  regulations, 
and  accidents  are  few.  There  was  no  death 
from  accident  in  1908.  The  work  in  the  quarries 
is  an  uncertain  livelihood,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  vicissitudes  of  trade  but  on  account  of 
the  iveather  and  short  hours  of  daylight  in 
winter.  It  is  therefore  customary  for  wives  to 
work  in  the  mills.  Few  lads  are  apprenticed 
to  skilled  work,  and  children,  as  soon  as  they 
are  exempt  from  school,  take  up  some  form  of 
menial  occupation. 

House  Accommodation. 

The  house  accommodation  for  the  working 
class  is  inadequate.  When  a  house  is  closed  the 
occupiers  have  difficulty  in  finding  another. 
During  the  year  three  houses  were  closed.  No 
action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act.  Owing  to  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  the  town  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  have 
too  little  air-space  around  and  a  lack  of  through 
ventilation.  Many  of  these  houses  are  below  the 
level  of  the  ground  behind,  which  in  a  number 
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of  instances  is  directly  against  the  house  wall. 
Generally  speaking,  the  privies  are  in  close 
proximity  to  the  dwellings  and  are  emptied  very 
irregularly  and  at  too  long  intervals.  Living 
under  such  conditions  children's  health  is 
lowered  and  epidemics  amongst  them  are  severe 
and  accompanied  by  a  high  mortality. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

In  October  the  County  Council  obtained  an 
Order  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act  requiring 
your  Council  to  carry  out  a  scheme  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  within  eighteen  months. 
Subsequently,  by  an  arrangement  with  the 
County  Council,  the  latter  agreed  not  to  press 
the  Order  provided  your  Council  adopt  the 
report  of  an  engineer  for  'the  augmentation  of 
the  water  supply  within  three  months  from  the 
28th  December  and  apply  for  sanction  for  a 
loan  within  a  further  three  months. 

Excrement  Disposal. 

Approximate  number  of  houses  on — 

Privy  Pail  Water  Slop-water 

Middens.  Closets.  Closets.  Closets. 


711  -  a  few.  272  2 

Number  of  houses  converted  from  privy 

middens  to  water  closets  .  4 

N umber  of  defective  privies  improved  .  5 


Scavenging. 

There  is  no  public  scavenging  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority.  The  occupiers  make  their  own 
arrangements  for  the  removal  of  night  soil  and 
refuse  to  a  tipping  place,  the  rent  of  which  is 
paid  by  the  Council.  The  poorer  occupiers 
usually  wait  until  compelled  by  the  Authority. 
Whether  from  lack  of  means  or  time  they  con¬ 
stantly  have  accumulations  in  close  proximity 
to  their  houses,  to  their  own  detriment. 

Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  about  81  houses  (equiva¬ 
lent  to  324  inhabitants)  situated  in  Longway 
Bank,  Breamfield,  Rise  End,  and  Godfrey  Hole, 
all  the  houses  are  supplied  with  the  public 
supply  which  is  derived  from  a  limited  area  of 
the  Yoredale  Grit,  capping  the  hill  to  the  east 
of  the  town.  It  is  of  excellent  quality  and  free 
from  pollution,  but  as  it  varies  immediately 
with  the  rainfall  the  quantity  is  short  for  a 
longer  on  shorter  period  every  year  in  the 
summer  months.  This  is  felt  by  occupiers  on 
the  low-pressure  service,  particularly  on  Crom- 
ford  Road.  In  1908  the  rainfall  (taken  at  Bridge 
House)  March  to  September  was  as  follows  : — 


March  .  3.69  inches  in  21  rainy  days. 

April  .  3.03  ,,  19 

May  .  3.52  „  18 

June  .  1.64  ,,  8  ,, 

July  .  3.28  ,,  14  ,, 

August  .  3.79  ,,  16 


September  ...  2.78  ,,  18  ,, 

It  ivas  an  exceptionally  favourable  rainfall  for 
our  water  supply,  but  in  spite  of  that  it  was 
necessary  to  turn  off  the  water  daily  from  10 
p.m.  to  6  a.m.  from  12th  August  to  14th  Decem¬ 
ber.  No  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  from 
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surface  wells.  Pollution  of  the  supply  at  Bream- 
field  and  Rise  End  has  been  remedied. 

During  the  year  two  samples  of  water  were 
submitted  for  analysis. 

Your  Council  have  engaged  Mr.  F.  W.  Hodson^ 
F.G.S.,  of  Loughborough,  to  report  on  the  best 
means  of  augmenting  your  supply. 

The  following  are  the  monthly  returns  of  your 
Water  Bailiff  of  the  gallons  per  hour  flowing 
from  your  springs:— 


1908. 

Town  and 
District. 

Total  Gallons 
Bolehill.  per  hour. 

January  .. 

.  G642 

512 

7154 

February 

.  5658 

492  '  ... 

6150 

March  . 

.  7872 

492 

8364 

April  . 

.  6642 

615 

7257 

Mav  . 

.  9602 

615 

10,217 

June  . 

738 

6396 

July  . 

.  3690 

615 

4305 

August  .... 

.  2706 

492 

3198 

September 

.  2583 

519 

3102 

October  .... 

.  2331 

744 

3075 

November 

.  2460 

615 

3075 

December 

.  4674 

738 

5412 

Lodging-house  (1). 
Regulations  adopted,  1879.  Inspected 

10  timefu 

No  complaint. 

Slaughter-houses  (6). 

Regulations  adopted,  1903.  Inspected  79  times. 
Three  notices  served;  otherwise  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses  (6). 

Inspected  36  times.  One  bakehouse  and  its 
drainage  re-modelled. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  factories  were  inspected  13  times  and  the 
workshops  52  times.  The  sanitary  arrangements 
at  one  factor}*  were  re-modelled. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  no  regulations.  The  Council  have 
ordered  that  no  rags  shall  be  sorted  in  a  private 
dwelling-house. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  elementary 
schools  is  satisfactory.  The  closets  are  in  good 
working  order.  The  masters  are  notified  of  each 
case  of  infectious  disease,  and  children  from 
infected  houses  are  not  allowed  to  attend  school 
until  permitted  by  the  authority.  Owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  amongst  children 
attending  the  ischools,  on  the  13th  and  14th 
February  all  the  schools  were  dosed  While  the 
sanitary  authority  disinfected  them.  All  the 
schools  were  closed  from  the  20th  February  to 
the  30th  March  in  consequence  of  epidemics  of 
measles  and  whooping-cough. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

Wirksworth,  A.  E.  BROSTER. 

22nd  February,  1909. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR,  1908. 


Area  of  district :  3020. 

Estimated  number  of  houses  :  910. 
New  houses  erected  1908  :  One. 
Dwelling-houses — 


Informal 
N otices 
Served  by 
sanitary 
Inspector. 


Repaired  .  6 

Closed  as  unfit  for 

habitation  .  3 

Infected  houses  dis¬ 
infected  . 37 

Drainage — 

No  disconnection  of 

waste  pipe  .  8 

Defective  traps,  in¬ 
lets,  and  drains .  15 

Drains  obstructed  .  8 

Closets  and  ashpits — 
Insanitary  privies  and 

ashpits  .  5 

Insufficient  closet  ac¬ 
commodation  .  1 

Conversion  of  privies 

into  w.c.’s  .  4 

Defective  w.c/s  .  11 


Other  defects— 

Surfaces  of  courts  and 

.yards  . 

Eaves-spouts  &  down¬ 


spouts  .  5 

Urinals  defective  .  2 

Water  supply  .  — 

Offensive  accumula¬ 
tions  . 121 

Animals  improperly 

kept  .  2 

Pigsties  .  2 

Smoke  nuisances  .  1 

Overcrowding  .  3 

Foul  condition  of 
houses  .  6 


Legal 
Notices 
Served  by 

Local  Nuisances 
Authority.  Abated. 
.  —  ...  6 


8 

14 

8 


5 


4 

11 


2 

5 

1 


119 

2 

2 

1 

3 

6 


Totals . 

. 242  . 

..  — 

197 

Number  on 

Inspections 

Notices 

Dairies,  cowsheds. 

Register. 

and 

Made. 

Served. 

milkshops  . 

.  39  . 

..  79  ... 

3 

Bakehouses  . 

.  6  . 

..  36  ... 

— 

S ! augliter-ho uses  . . 

.  6 

60  ... 

1 

O  ff  en,s  i  v  e  t  r  a  des  .... 

.  1  . 

3  ... 

— 

Common  lodging-houses  1 

..  10  ... 

— 

’totals . 

.  53  . 

.  188  ... 

4 

Action  taken  by  Inspector  against  spread  of 
infectious  disease  :  Houses  and  premises  dis¬ 
infected  with  Formalin  Spray  and  sulphur 
candles,  floors  mopped  with  corrosive  sub¬ 
limate  1  in  1000,  bedding  and  clothes  sent 
to  Isolation  Hospital. 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  analysis  :  Two. 

Other  action  taken:  Markets  visited  weekly; 
pig-pens  limewashed  when  required. 

(Signed)  Frank  E.  Wintle. 
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MONTHLY  RAINFALL 
for  the  year  1908,  taken  at  Bridge 

House  : — 

Month.  Inches. 

Rain-days. 

January  . 

1.70 

16 

February  . 

2.24 

17 

March  . 

3.69 

21 

April  . 

3.03 

19 

May  . 

3.52 

18 

June  . 

1.64 

8 

July  . 

3.28 

14 

August  . 

3.79 

16 

September  . 

2.78 

18 

October  . 

1.23 

13 

November  . 

1.86 

14 

December  . 

2.85 

21 

Total  :  31.61  in  195  days. 
The  heaviest  fall  on  one 

day  was  1.05  inches 

on  August  31st. 


YEARLY  RAINFALL 


since  1891,  taken  at  Bridge  House 


Year. 

Inches. 

Year. 

I  nches. 

1891  . 

.  40.66 

1900  . 

.  40.10 

1892  . 

.  28.69 

1901  . 

.  32.35 

1893  . 

.  22.77 

1902  . 

. .  29.45 

1894  . 

.  29.55 

1903  . 

.  38.32 

1895  . 

.  32.36 

1904  . 

.  27.79 

1896  . 

.  32.40 

1905  . 

.  26.16 

1897  . 

.  35.32 

1906  . 

.  35.82 

1898  . 

.  29.60 

1907  . 

.  36.31 

1899  . . 

.  32.34 

Average  rainfall  for  17  years  :  32.35  inches. 


TEMPERATURE  IN  SHADE 


at  Bridge  House,  Wirksworth,  for  the  year  1908  : 


Month. 

Mean. 

Max. 

Mean. 

Min. 

Mean. 

Highest.  Lowest. 

January  . 

..  39.6 

28.6 

34.1 

52 

17 

February  . 

..  44.7 

34.9 

39.8 

50 

26 

March  . 

..  44.3 

32.1 

38.2 

54 

27 

April  . 

..  48.4 

34.6 

41.5 

64 

24 

May  . 

..  62.4 

46.2 

54.3 

76 

35 

June  . 

65.8 

47.9 

56.8 

80 

35 

July  . 

..  67.7 

51.5 

59.6 

80 

42 

August  . 

.  64.8 

49.1 

57.0 

78 

40 

September. 

..  60.7 

46.4 

53.5 

76 

34 

October 

.  59.9 

45.7 

52.8 

74 

32 

November.. 

.  49.4 

37.5 

43.5 

57 

23 

December  .. 

.  41.6 

31.1 

36.4 

50 

8 

Remarks 

: — Mean 

max., 

54.1 ;  mean  min.. 

40.5; 

mean  temperature  for  year,  47.3.  The  highest 
shade  temperature  for  the  year  was  80^  on 
June  4th  and  July  3rd.  The  lowest  8°  on 
December  30th. 

Thomas  Gibbs. 

Bridge  House,  Wirksworth, 

January,  1909. 
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